Explanatory Points on Conference Priorities
(To accompany 011108 NASULGC Conference Side by Side Final Doc)

1. House Sec.7104

a. Senate recedes to House position with amendment: 
i. Drop “Research” from the “National Agricultural Research Program Office” title so that it reads: “National Agricultural Program Office” to be more inclusive of the education and extension components of the system. (Note: NARPO is the integrated programmatic planning structure for the REE mission area created in House bill)
2. House Sec.7105 (Senate Sec.7401)
a. House recedes to Senate position with amendment on NIFA. (Note: House creates a new NIFA as home for competitive programs within and in addition to current CSREES structure. Senate creates an integrated NIFA with four offices in place of CSREES, which mimics the CREATE-21 proposal in HR 2398.
i. Add at a minimum “or his designee” to the NIFA Director reporting to the Secretary requirement.
ii. Insert “and Extension” at end of “Office of Competitive Programs for Applied Research”

iii. The four offices would then be: (1) Agricultural Research, Extension, and Education Network (all of the infrastructure programs, also known as capacity programs); (2) Competitive Programs for Fundamental Research (competitive programs that fund fundamental (basic) food and agricultural research); (3)  Competitive Programs for Applied Research and Extension (competitive programs for applied food and agricultural research and extension); and (4)  Competitive Programs for Education and Other Purposes (competitive programs for education and other fellowships).
3. House Sec.7106

a. Senate recedes to House position on:

i. merger of National Research Initiative (NRI) and Initiative for Future Agriculture and Food Systems (IFAFS) authorities and

ii. continuing mandatory funding authority for IFAFS at $200 million per year (FY 2010 and thereafter in baseline)

4. House Sec.7107

a. Senate recedes to House position creating a capacity building program for AASCARR institutions
5. House Sec.7211 (Senate Sec.7012)
a. House recedes to Senate on EFNEP. (Note: The House simply reauthorizes the EFNEP program in Sec.7211 and in Sec.7604 expands program as proposed in HR 2398. Provisions conflict. Senate Sec.7012 is as proposed in HR 2398, without conflict)

6. House Sec.7225 (Senate Sec.7027)
a. House recedes to Senate on Indirect Cost reimbursement cap for competitive awards. (Note: House maintains current Indirect Cost cap at 19%, Senate proposes negotiated rate with a cap of 30%)
7. Senate Sec.7201

a. House recedes to Senate on $45 million mandatory FY 2008 funding for IFAFS.

b. Senate recedes to House on balance of section (Note: The Senate IFAFS authorization in Sec. 7201 eliminates the mandatory funding for IFAFS in FY 2010 and thereafter and makes it subject to appropriations. That would eliminate the entire IFAFS baseline and any opportunity for that funding to be used for competitive IFAFS awards or any other discretionary research, education and extension programs via the appropriations process.)
8. House Sec. 7411 (Senate Sec.7211)
a. Senate recedes to House on new mandatory funding amount for Specialty Crops Research Initiative and Silent on policy construction. (Note: The House recommends $215 million in mandatory funding for FY 2008 to FY 2012, whereas the Senate recommends $80 million over same period.)
9. House Sec.7505 (Senate Sec.7307)
a. House recedes to Senate on the specific authorization of the NRSP-7 (Minor Use Animal Drugs), Silent on other special authorizations.

10. House Sec.11204 (Senate Sec.7309)
a. Senate recedes to House on mandatory funding amount for Beginning Farm and Rancher Development Program, Silent on policy. (Note: House provides $15 million for mandatory funds, Senate authorizes appropriations)
11. Senate Sec.7402

a. House recedes to Senate on coordination of ARS and NIFA. (Note: Senate section requires the REE Under Secretary to coordinate and integrate the functions of ARS and NIFA; creates the agricultural research, extension and education roadmap for the Department; and requires use of the roadmap to set the agenda for the Department.)
12. House Sec.7603
a. House position with Amendment on Multistate and Integration Requirements (Note: When the House considered Sec. 401 of H.R. 2398 which sought to redefine how multi-state and integration requirements were matched, amongst other things, they re-wrote the provision to simplify its statutory construction. However, upon further review, the language as contained in the House passed bill further complicates the goals of Sec.401 of HR 2398. As such, the conference must either include the recommended language from Sec. 401 or eliminate the language in Sec.7603 to avoid doing harm)
13. House Sec.7604
a. House recedes to Senate position on EFNEP (Note: See item #5 above.)
14. House Sec.7607 (Senate Sec.7031)
a. House recedes to Senate on Indirect Cost recovery for cooperative agreements (Note: The House provision raises the recovery cap from 10% to 19%. The Senate provision raises the cap from 10% to negotiated rate capped at no more than 30%)
